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INTRODUCTION TO SERIES

Designed to enhance the social studies curriculum for the intermedi-
ate aged student on up. “WorldQuest” offers students a unique per-
spective about the chronological developments of some of the great-
est countries & cultures of the world.

As a complementary device with each program, an instructional
guide suggests exercises to enhance the learning for teachers, par-
ents and students. These interactive exercises will reinforce and fur-
ther develop a student’s level of comprehension.

The instructional guide provides:

Subject Profile « Q & A ¢ Discussion Points & Activities
Vocabulary « Geography e Historic T ime lines
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TIME LINE of Greece

10,000 BCE-hunter gathers arrive from north and east
5,000 BCE-beginning of agriculture in Greece

4,000 BCE-first great culture emerges, the Minoans
3,000 BCE-bronze age begins

2,000 BCE-Mycenaeans gaining strength

1150 BCE-Mycenaeans invaded by Dorians and Dark ~ Age

begins

900 BCE-Dark Age ends, city-states emerge

776 BCE-first olympic games take place

490-450 BCE-Persian W ars followed by Classic period
432 BCE-Parthenon inaugurated

431 BCE-Peloponnesian W ars begin

371 BCE-Thebes defeats Sparta

331 BCE-Alexander defeats Persian King Darius

31 BCE-Rome conquers Greece

1453 CE-Turkey conquers eastern Roman empire

1832 CE-modern day boundries set after gaining inde
pendence from T urkey .

1986 CE-Prime Minister holds true power of government
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Map #2 of Greece

Study the map and site descriptions on pg. 11.
Then write the name of the location on the solid
black line. On a separate piece of paper write a
brief description about each location.

SEORSES
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GREECE

It is one of the world’s oldest cultures and much that remains is as important today as
it was 2,500 years ago. The Greeks excelled in the sciences, philosophy, athletics,
political thought, mathematics and the arts among others.

The early history of Greece dates back to 10,000 BCE when hunter-gather tribes
arrived from the north and east. Their development of agriculture coincided with similar
developments in Egypt, China and Mesopotamia.

On the island of Crete an early culture was developing known as the Minoans. They
were experts at pottery, metal working and ship building. As their wealth increased, they
began to build palaces and today the walls of these ruined structures give us a glimpse
into their society.

On the Greek mainland the Mycenaeans culture was emerging. They were the first to
speak the language we know as Greek. It was the Mycenaeans who fought the Trojan
War in Homer's great epic “The llliad”. They were ultimately invaded by the Dorians
whose arrival would herald the beginning of the Dark Ages.

By 900 BCE, the Greek city-states were emerging, including Sparta and Athens. These
two powerful city-states were in a constant state of conflict. And while Athens was much
more progressive, no city in Greece was complete without its amphitheatre for the enjoy-
ment of drama and comedy.

As Greek influence expanded, it collided with the Persian Empire resulting in two wars.
And in the final moments of conflict, Persia’s King Xerxes, sitting on his gold throne
above it all, viewed in horror as the smaller but faster Greek fleet burned and destroyed
his many ships

Following the Persian Wars, the classic age of Greece was ushered in culminating in
many historic achievements, especially for the common man. The Acropolis was
restored and a new centerpiece was created, a temple to Athena, known as the
Parthenon.

Then came the Peloponnesian Wars between Sparta and Athens, the two long time
rivals. Sparta ultimately defeated Athens but are then themselves defeated by the city-
state of Thebes.

Today, Greece’s population is 11 million people with more than a fourth of them living
in the capitol city of Athens. It is the southern most of all European countries, offering a
mild climate in the winter and a hot climate in the summer. The modern Greeks have
emerged from a somewhat harsh land and war like society to become masters of inno-
vation. What they have given the world is around us everywhere, a window into the past
from the Greece of today.



Introduction & Geography of Greece Map #2 of Greece

For MORE geography SEE maps on pgs. 8-12

Study the Map & Its Significant Locations
Q&A:

1) Q -There is no place in Greece more than how many miles from
the sea?
A-85

2) Q -In addition to the Mediterranian Sea what other bodies of
water surround Greece?
A - Agean Sea, Sea of Crete, and The lonian Sea.

3) Q -Greece has 2 main types of terrain. Name them.
A - Coastal and Moutainous

DISCUSSION POINTS / ACTIVITIES: @

1) Review with the class some of the important geographic locations
of Greece on a map.

2) Assign the students to create their own detailed maps on paper
or computer. Have them indicate major bodies of water that border

Greece and include other geographic details such as cities and his-
toric sites.

@ ALBANIA
VOCABULARY:

Hellenic Republic: The offical name for the country of

S . 2 MACEDONIA
Greece which is composed of up to 2,000 islands. e CEDO
Pindus Mountains: The main range of peaks that runs
down the center of the Greek Peninsula. © BULGARIA
Mt. Olympus: A mountain at a height of almost 10,000 feet

/]
that was considered the home of the Greek gods. @ TURKEY



MAP#1 OF GREECE

Identify and properly locate the 3 seas, in
addition to the Mediterranean Sea, that sur-
round the country of Greece

Rivers & Climates of Greece

Q&A:
1) Q-What is the climate of Greece like in summer
& winter?
A-Mild in the winter, hot in the summer
2) Q-Why are most of the rivers so short in Greece?
A-Because no place is more than 85 miles from
the sea.
3) Q-What are the 3 most important rivers in Greece?

A-The Axios, the Struma and the Nestos.

DISCUSSION POINTS / ACTIVITIES:

1) Have student trace the rivers that supported the Greek civiliza-
tion of the past and still supports them today.

2) Encourage students to identify and outline onto a map the
major bodies of water that surround Greece.
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VOCABULAR Y:

Kifisos River: A major source of water for the ancient city of
Athens

Evrotas River: A major source of water for the ancient city of
Sparta



Greece: Early History Map #1of Greece

Q&A: Study the modern-day map on pg. 8 and its significant
1) Q-Agriculture was beginning in Greece about the same locations numbered 1-3. Then test your geography skills
time as for Egypt and Mesopotamia. When was that? on pg. 10.

A-Approximately 5,000 BCE

2) Q-How many islands make up the country of Greece?
A-2,000
3) Q-The first great culture of Greece began on what island
and who were they?
A-The island of Crete, Minoans.

€@ onan SEA

© A~cGeEAN SEA
4) Q-Identify this early culture on the Greek mainland who

was the first to speak the language of Greek?

A-The Mycenaeans.
€© sEAOFCRETE

5) Q-Name the great epic poem and its author which tells the
story of a hollow horse filled with soldiers.
A-The llliad, by Homer

DISCUSSION POINTS / ACTIVITIES:

1) Discuss Homer'’s 2 great epics, The llliad and The Odyssey
and relate it to the early Greek history of the Mycenaeans.

2) Have students research one of the Greek gods and tell the
story of their existance according to the Mycanaeans.

VOCABULARY:

MINOANS: The first of the great cultures of Greek civi -
lization which came to power in about 4,000 BC.

MYCENAEANS: The first speakers of the Greek lan -
guage who rose to power at the city of Mycenae and later
took control of the Minoans.



Modern Greece
Q&A:

1) Q-What is the official name for the modern day country of
Greece?
A-Hellenic Republic of Greece
2) Q-What is the capital city of Greece
A-Athens
3) Q-In what city did the first olympic games take place?
A-Olympia in 776 BC
4) Q-What type of government is found in Greece?
A-Parlimentary Republic

Map #1 of Greece

The Greek Renaissance

Q&A:

1) Q - What does the word renaissance mean?
A - Rebirth.

2) Q - What is a Greek city-state? Name two.
A - In early history, a city that became so powerful as to be
thought of as a independent nation. Athens, Sparta.

3) Q- How did the city-states of Athens and Sparta differ?
A- Athens-progressive and a center of learning. Sparta-a
closed society where learning was restricted.

4) Q- Name the two great epic poems by Homer?
A- The llliad and The Odyssey.

DISCUSSION POINTS / ACTIVITIES:

1) Have students compare and contrast the societies of Sparta
and Athens. Suggest the internet for information.

2) Discuss how the Renaissance empowered the citizens of
Greece and how their influence is still felt today.

VOCABULARY:

CITY-STATES: A reference to early Greek cities that
gained power and stature equal to an indepenent nation.

DORIANS: Invaders whose defeat of the Mycenaeans
herald in the dark age of Greece where writing was lost
and outside trade abandoned.

5



The Golden Age of Athens

Q&A:

1) Q - Who is considered the creators of the world’s first democ-
racy and also championed the idea of all men created equal?
A - Pericles

2) Q - Who is the Greek considered the father of philosophy?
A - Socrates

3) Q - Name 2 other fields of learning early Greece is credited
with establishing?

A - Hippocrates: Medicine; Heredotus: History

4) Q- Who is Athena?
A- Patron goddess of Athens, Greek Goddess of Wisdom.

DISCUSSION POINTS / ACTIVITIES:
1) Discuss the impact of early Greeks theories on democratic
principles and how those principles are in existance today.

2) Have students research Greek gods and the role they
played in early Greek societies.

Greece: Conquest and Wars

Q&A:

1) Q - What were the Peloponnesian Wars?
A - Between Athens & Sparta lasting 27 years with Sparta the
final victor.

2) Q - Who was Alexander The Great?

A - Son of Phillip Il of Macedonia, whose conquests spread
from Greece all the way to the Indus River Valley of India. Died
at age 32.

3) Q - Augustus Cesaer?
A- First emperor of Rome who conquered Greece.

VOCABULARY:

HIPPOCRATES: considered the father of medicine for
advancing the study of the body and human health.

PLATO: a student of Socrates who wrote “The Republic”.

DISCUSSION POINTS / ACTIVITIES:

1) Discuss the development of Rome as Alexander was con-
quering the civilizations in the East.

2) Have students relate the relationship of today between
Turkey & Greece with the days of the Byzantine Empire.

VOCABULARY:

BYZANTINE EMPIRE: The name for the eastern empire
when the Roman empire was split into east and west.

ALEXANDER THE GREAT:. Young king who defeated

Persian King Darius and spread Greek influence all the
way to the Indus River V alley.



