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INTRODUCTION TO SERIES

Designed to enhance the social studies curriculum for
the intermediate aged student on up. “Timelines of
Ancient Civilizations” offers students a unique perspec-
tive about the chronological developments of the great-
est societies the world has ever known. 

As a complementary device with each video, an
instructional guide suggests exercises to enhance
the learning for teachers, parents and students.
These interactive exercises will reinforce and fur-
ther develop a student’s level of comprehension.  

The instructional guide provides:

Vocabulary
Biography

Chronology / Q & A
Discussion Points / Activities

Geography

Permission granted to copy the
exercises provided in this guide. 
For educational use ONLY.

E-Guides available at
www.filmideas.com 13

Study the map and site descriptions on pg. 12. Then write
the name of the location on the solid black line and on a
separate piece of paper write a brief description about
each location.
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Synonymous with imperial rule, the historic timeline of the
Roman Empire is a tapestry woven from its origins along seven
hilltop villages to the shores of Europe, Asia, and Africa. Its
influence upon the ancient world rapidly spread as ambitious
Roman emperors swiftly expanded the empire. Although
founded upon the principles of a “Republic”, imperialism soon
became a defining element of Roman authority. After conquer-
ing their once allied Etruscan cities, Roman expansion then tar-
geted the Phoenician city-state of Carthage. After three brutal
wars with Carthage from 264 - 146 BCE Rome finally prevailed.  

Although its geographical boundaries have changed dramati-
cally throughout its history, Italy as we know it today is located
along southern Europe. The Italian Peninsula is surrounded by
the Adriatic Sea on the east, the Ionian Sea to the south and the
Tyrrhenian Sea to the west. Italy’s northern border is shared
with the countries of France, Switzerland, Austria and Slovenia.
After the three Punic Wars with Carthage, Roman culture trans-
formed both geographically and politically. Its call to world dom-
inance led Rome to expand into parts of Africa, Asia and Europe
while its political system converted from a Republic to a dicta-
torship. By 59 BCE Rome’s most famous emperor, Julius
Caesar, seized territories in modern-day France, Belgium and
Germany. Following a litany of emperors, came the rise of a
sophisticated Roman society. Bath houses, gladiator fights
(mostly used to persecute Christians), and chariot races
became a trademark of Roman culture. However, by the year
312, Emperor Constantine radically changed the face of Rome.
He ended the persecutions of Christians and moved the capital
city to Byzantium. After Constantine’s death, the Roman Empire
eventually split into two separate kingdoms. Finally after 2,000
years of ascent, the Roman Empire fell in 1453.

The legacy of ancient Rome continues to influence our world
today with its Latin language, art, architecture and literature. Its
alluring cities – Rome, Venice, Naples and Pompeii, are all an
attractive taste of an empire gone but not forgotten.
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RROOMMAANN

ROME: The capital city of Italy today. Site where
the ancient tribe Italica built several villages along
seven hilltops. This location later became the ori-
gins of the Roman Empire.

ISLAND OF SICILY: Area where sea faring
Greeks founded many colonies in Southern Italy.

TUSCANY REGION (grey shaded area): The
Etruscans occupied this area before the Roman
Empire expanded beyond the city-state of Rome.

STRAIGHT OF MESSANA: Site where Carthage
instituted a naval blockade which prompted Rome
to declare war. This incident started the Punic
Wars.

Study the Map & Its Significant Locations
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AENEID: A famous poem written by Roman writer Virgil. Many
compare Virgil to the Greek poet Homer.

BCE: Meaning “Before the Common Era”.

CONSULS: Two elected officials who became the heads of the
republic government and the generals of the army.

CORNELIUS SCIPIO: A Roman General who defeated
Carthage General Hannibal Barcara during the second Punic
War.

CARTHAGE: A Phoenician city-state which fought Rome from
264 - 146 BCE during the Punic Wars.

ETRUSCANS: An ancient people who occupied the Italian
Peninsula before the Roman Empire emerged.

HANNIBAL BARCARA: A military commander for Carthage
during the 2nd Punic War.

ITALY: 116,000 square miles of land surrounded by the Adriatic
Sea on the east, the Ionian Sea to the south and the Tyrrhenian
Sea to the west. Italy’s northern border is shared with the coun-
tries of France, Switzerland, Austria and Slovenia. 

ITALICA: The name given to a tribe who built a series of vil-
lages on seven hills overlooking the Tiber River. In the year 753
BCE these villages united and the area became known as the
city of Roma (Rome). 

LUCIUS JUNIUS BRUTUS: Designed a new type of govern-
ment for Rome called the “Respublica” meaning “ A matter for
the people”. This new system attempted to prevent tyranny and
promote equal representation among different classes of peo-
ple.

VOCABULARY of Roman Part I
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Study the vocabulary words on pgs. 2 & 3. Then fill in
the blank by selecting the words from the answers list: 

ANSWERS LIST :
Spartacus • Stone Age Man • Romulus & Remus 
Brutus & Julius • Mediterranean Empire • Cornelius Scipio
Italian Man •  Latin Wars •  Roman Empire • Punic Wars

A) According to Roman mythology, 
were two characters who founded the city of Rome.

B) The was an ancient
civilization which reigned for over 2000 years.

C) The was the first
humans to occupy the Italian Peninsula more than 2000
years ago.

D) A Roman general,
defeated Carthage General Hannibal during the second
Punic War.

E) From 264 to 146 BCE the Romans and the Phoenician
city-state of Carthage fought three brutal wars which
became known as the 



PATRICIANS: Name given to the people who belonged to the
upper/wealthy social class.

PHOENICIANS: An ancient people who were from Carthage
and fought the Romans during the three Punic Wars (264-146
BCE).

PLEBEIANS: Name given to the people who belonged to the
working class. 

PUNIC WARS: (264-146 BCE) Three wars fought between the
Phoenician city-state of Carthage and the city-state of Rome.

RESPUBLICA: A latin word that translates to “A Matter for the
People”. This newly formed system of government designed by
Lucius Brutus designated governmental power to two elected
officials known as consuls. Rome adopted this system of gov-
ernment in 509 BCE.

ROMAN EMPIRE: An ancient civilization founded in the city of
Rome which later expanded after conquering territories through-
out Europe, Asia, and Africa. Its reign lasted more than 2000
years from 753 BCE to 1453.

ROME: Also known as the eternal city and is located along the
Italian Peninsula’s west coast. It was from this area that the ori-
gins of the Roman Empire were first established.  

ROMULUS & REMUS: Two mythical characters from a tradi-
tional Roman tale which explains the founding of Rome.
According to the myth these twins where cast adrift in a basket
on the Tiber River by a step uncle. The twins were saved by a
female wolf who nursed them to adulthood. As adults they
founded the city of Rome, but because of an argument on where
to build the first wall, Romulus killed his brother Remus.

STONE AGE MAN (Also Neolithic Man): The first humans to
occupy the Italian Peninsula more than 2000 years ago.
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Q &&&&     A about Roman Part I

1. Rome is located in what European country? Where did
the origins of the Roman Empire begin?  Who occupied the
Italian Peninsula before the Roman Empire began to
emerge?

2. The origins of Rome was a series of villages built on
seven hilltops overlooking the Tiber River. What was the
name of the tribe who built these villages? 

3. The Roman Empire fought three brutal battles from 264
to 146 BCE before finally conquering the Italian Peninsula.
What was the name of these three wars? Who did the
Romans fight during these brutal wars?

4. In 509 BCE Rome claimed a new system of government
called the “Respublica” (Republic). Who designed this new
form of government? Define Republic. What is the name
given to the two elected officials who under this new gov-
ernment system hold much of the power?

5. During 106 years of Etruscan Rule, Rome became a
major center for trade and commerce. As Rome further
developed two social classes began to emerge. What was
the name given to people who belonged to the
upper/wealthy social class? What was the name given to
people who belonged to the working class? 

Study the vocabulary words on pages 2 & 3 and the
timeline on pg. 4. Then answer the questions.
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200 Million years ago: Dinosaurs roamed the
earth.

65 Million years ago: Dinosaurs extinct.

2 mill ion years ago: Human species walks
upright and begins making tools and weapons.

2,000 BCE: Human species first appear in the Italian
Peninsula area.   

1,000 BCE: The Etruscans first occupy the Italian
Peninsula. The tribe known as the Italica build a series
of villages on seven hills overlooking the Tiber River. 

753 BCE: The villages built by the Italica tribe band
together and become known as the city of Roma
(Rome).

616 BCE: Etruscans conquer Rome and is governed by
an Etruscan King. 

510 BCE: Lucius Junius Brutus designs a new type of
government for Rome called the “Respublica”.  

509 BCE: The republic of Rome is born.

275 BCE: Rome controls the entire Italian Peninsula.

264-146 BCE: The Three Punic Wars.

146 BCE: Rome conquers Carthage and the third Punic
War ends.

TIMELINE of Roman Part I
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1. Imagine you lived during the time of ancient Rome. Discuss
how life would be different than living in the 21st century. 

2. A timeline offers a chronological perspective of significant
events which have happened throughout history. After viewing
the video, study the timeline on pg. 4 of this guide, then devel-
op your own timeline which illustrates Rome’s enduring history.
Perhaps use the computer; add pictures along with text; if pos-
sible develop a multimedia presentation.   

3. Rome is famous for its architecture. Research the history
and origins of Roman architecture . Then write a brief report
explaining how the building or structure was built and used, the
symbolism represented, material,etc. Use architectural illustra-
tions to support your findings. Use the internet.

4. The science of archeology has provided valuable informa-
tion about the historic past to the modern-day world. If possible
contact an archeologist (preferably one who is an expert on
ancient Rome) at a local university, museum or privately fund-
ed institution. Ask them to visit your school or arrange a class
trip to visit them to explain the importance of archeology and
ancient Rome.   

5. Discuss the differences and similarities between ancient
Rome and present-day Rome. Who is the leader of Italy today?
What is, and was, the primary religion practiced in ancient
Rome and Rome today? What major industries existed in
ancient Rome and Rome today? What is, and was, the prima-
ry means of transportation in ancient Rome and Rome today?
What was and is the primary language of ancient Rome and
Rome today? etc.            

Discussion Points /Activities
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GEOGRAPHY of Roman Part I

Study the map on pgs. 6 & 7.  Then on separate piece of paper
write the name and a brief description of each location.

DOWN:

1) A Phonecian city-state.

3) Two elected officials who headed
the republic.

5) Designed new type of govern-
ment called “Respublica”.

ANSWERS:

Down- 1) Carthage,  3) Consuls, 5) Brutus

Across  -2) Etruscans,  4) Italica,  6) Rome 

ACROSS:

2) Occupied the Italian
peninsula before the
Romans.

4) Tribe who built villages
which later became Rome.

6) Italy’s eternal city.

1

Use the words described in this guide on
pgs. 2 & 3 to complete the crossword.
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MAP of Modern-Day Roman Part I

Study the modern-day map and its significant locations below.  Then test your geography skills on pg. 8.

3
FRANCE / SWITZERLAND / AUSTRIA / SLOVENIA:
countries along Italy’s northern border.

7 ADRIATIC SEA: water along Italy’s east border.

8 IONIAN SEA: water along Italy’s southern border.

9 TYRRHENIAN SEA: water along Italy’s west border.

ITALY: 116,000 square miles of land
located in southern Europe.

1 EUROPE: Italy is 116,000 square
miles located in southern Europe.
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